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THE NILE IS SEniEP.
The highly interesting sketch of the discoveries

mule in the interior of Africa, by Captains Speke
and Grant, delivered by Sir Roderick Murchison
before the Royal Geographical Society, will be
published in the Wekelt Hsrald on Saturday
morning.

T11K SITUATION.
We give to-day very fall details of the brilliant

«nd successful cavalry fight on the Rappahannock,
near Beverly Ford, on Tuesday morning.the resultsof which we before published.and which pnt
a midden check upon the enemy s intention to invadeMaryland and Pennsylvania with a powerful
force of Stuart's famous cavalry. General Buford,
of General l'leasanton's corps, commanded our

troops, together with General Gregg and Colonel
B. F. Davis. They crossed the ford ten thousand

atroHg at daylight, and cleared the woods of the

enemy after a desperate hand to hand contest.*The fight lasted till twelve o'clock,
noon, when our artillery opened on the
rebels and drove them back six miles towards

Culpepper Court Iiouse. 6ur loss is stated to be
considerable, including Colonel Davis, of the
Eighth New York cavalry, who is reported killed.
That of the enemy is said to be fearful.' It was

undoubtedly a desperate and bloody combat; but
it succeeded in thwarting the plans of General
Lee to get into the rear of the army of the Rappahannock,and lay waste the fertile counties of
Maryland and Pennsylvania. General Stnart and
Colonel Fitzhugh Lee commanded the enemy.
Ve give a pretty full list of our killed and wounded
in another column.
The position of affairs at Fredericksburg remains

unchanged. The enemy opened their batteries on

Tuesday upon our camps for a few minutes with
shell, but did no material damage. Some mysteriousmovements on the part of both armies are

evidently going on, and important developments
may be expected at any moment.

Despatches from Vicksbnrg, by way of Cincinnati
yesterday, represent the condition of afTairs

there as still favorable, and the expectation of
the' army that Vicksburg must fall was confident.
The total loss of our forces since crossing the river
is »aid to amount to 7,000 at the utmost.
Our news from other parts of the West is not

very exciting. Everything is quiet at Murfreesboro,
Tenn. No indications of new movements

are telegraphed from there. At Monticello General
Carter's forces, who have been guarding the

north bank of the Cumberland river, crossed over

on Tuesday and drove the rebel General Pegram'a
troops out of the place, and at last accounts

were pursuing them and capturing prisoners and
tiorses.

The Assistant Secretary of the Navy, Mr. Fox,
reports somewhat favorably of the action of our

blockading squadron. He states that up to the 1st

ol June they captured 855 rebel vessels, which

shows that the Department has not been asleep
all the time. The British steamer Africa, which

arrived at Halifax on Tuesday, reports that the

Alabama had destroyed during the month of April,
»W -r »,. fr,nr TTnitort Htatfia trnaaola
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the Dorcas Prince, Sea Lark,Union Jack and Nye,
with valuable cargoes.
The transport Cahawba. which arrived here yesterday

from New Orleans and Fortress Monroe,
with the Sixth New York Volunteers, brought
quite a large number of rebel prisoners.
News from Port Royal of the 3d inst. states that

the Second Sostli Carolina regiment (negroes),
under Colonel Montgomery, had defeated the rebels

at Pocotalico, aid were holding the railroad

bridge between Savannah and Charleston. Th<

Fifty-fourth Massachusetts (colored regiment),
was to be sent to reinforce Colonel Montgomery.

Admiral Farragut, at his own request, la now U

be relieved of his command on the Mississippi, ant

Is to be succeeded by Admiral Dahlgren.
General Fremont writes a long letter to thi

Secretary of War going to prove that Genera

Butler does not rank him, as the latter waa ap
pointed major general on the 16th of May, 1861
while General McClellan and General Fremon
were appointed on the 14th of the same month

MISCELLAMEOUft MEWS.
The Mayor, Comptroller, City Inspector an

Counsel to the Corporation met at the Mayor'
office yesterday, and decided upon measures fc
cleaning our dirty streets which will probably fa
carried out to-day.

The Board of Aldermen held a special meetinj
yesterday at two o'clock, and received from th
Councilman a joint communication transmitte
»y the Mayor, Comptroller, City Inspector an

Corporation Counsel, recommending the Commo
Council to direct the City Inspector to procee
with the cleaning of the streets at the expense c

the sureties for the fulfilment of the Hackley coi

tract; and on motion of Alderman Boole the sui

of 131,813 71 was appropriated for the purpose

Caving the workmen employed by Hackley fortt
ibor already done by them
A special meeting of the Board ofCouncilmen wi

held at one o'clock yesterday, for the purpose of

taking aotion on a communication signed by the

Mayor, Comptroller. City InBpeotor and Corpora
tion Counsel, proposing that the Common Council
should pass a resolution appropriating about $.12.000
to pay the street cleaners already employed by the

City Inspector, and also to give that officer power
to do the work, and, as the bills become due, presentthe Bame for payment to the sureties of the

Hackley contract. In case the sureties refuse to

pay the City Inspector is to sue for the amount,
and while the aotion is pending the Comptroller
shall advance the funds necessary to pay the
workmen. It also proposes to take measures to
break the Hackley contract and substitute a new

one in its stead. The communication was referredto the Committee on Finance. The President
(Mr. Jones) offered as a substitute a resolution
transferring all authority in the matter to the
Comptroller. A long and spicy debate ensued,
during which the City Inspector's character for
veracity was freely handled by Mr. Jones, and the
lie direct was given by Mr. Sanford to that gentleman.Order being restored, the subject under
discussion was made the special order for this
evening at four o'clook, to which hour the Board
adjourned.
The upper rooms of the building No. 266 Eighth

avenue were crowded last evening to hear an addressfrom Mrs. Van Benthuysen, of Tennessee,
another female candidate for oratorical honors of
the Ann Dickinsop school. Mrs. Van Benthuysen
is a regular Yankee, according to her own statement.She is about thirty years of age, calm and
dispassionate in her address, pleasing in her appearance,and apparently a lady of considerable
information. The hall was nearly half filled
with ladies. The fair orator's address was a very

lengthy one, bnt it did not treat of any particular
idea which merits distinct notice. She said that
the peopla of the Sonth are very confident of their
ability to achieve independence, giving many of
the arguments which they adduce to this effect.
At the same time she expressed her own serious
doubts that such a consummation could ever be
accomplished, and went largely into data to show
that whenever and however the rebellion may end,
human liberty would be triumphant, coming out
purified by the fire. She was loudly applauded.
Mr. P. Montgomery, of the Viclcsburg Whig, next
made a few remarks, but we learn he will speak
at length on a future occasion.
The trotting match for $5,000, mile heats, best

three in five, to wagons, between George M.
Patchen and General Butler, came off yesterday
afternoon at the Fashion Pleasure Grounds.
Patchen won the race. Five closely contested
heats.time, 2:27%, 2:29, 2:32%, 2:30 and 2:32-weretrotted, the stallion winning the first, fourth
and fifth; General Butler won the Becond and third
heats.

In the United States District Court yesterday,
before Judge Betts, the prize schooner Neptune
was condemned for running the blockade.
The veterinary 3nrgeons held their second meetingyesterday at the Aetor House, and unanimously

adopted a constitution and by-laws reported by the
committee appointed for that purpose. The orga
nization will be known as the " United States VeterinaryMedical Association." Its principnl objectis to contribute to the diffusion of the science
of veterinary surgery. Dr. J. H. Stickney, of
Boston, was elected President for the ensning
year.
In the Court of General Sessions yesterday,

before Recorder Hoffman, Maria Burke was arraignedfor murder, in causing the death of ElizabethDunn, by beating her on the 29th of March
last. Maria was allowed to plead guilty to the
minor offence of manslaughter in the fourth degree.The trial of William Gnrney, alias Newton,
indicted for forgery, occupied the Court during
the whole day, and the jury, after remaining out

nearly two hours, brought In a verdict of not
guilty.
The heavy fall in gold and sterling HchaBge had a very

depression effect on the produce market yesterday. Flour,
wheat, corn, cotton and moat kinds of provisions were

cheaper, with limited salee reported. Whiskey and sugarswere in moderate request at drooping rates, while
coflbe, teas, rice, molasses, oil, metals and naval stores
were very sparingly purchased, and were unsettled. Hay
and hops were saleable and steady. Taitow was plenty
and heavy. The freight market was quite dull.
The stock and gold markets were greatly depressed yesterday,the tall in the former being rrom IK to 3 per

cent. In the afternoon, however, there was a general
rally, and the indications were rather that "bottom" had
been touched for the present. Money was very active all
morning at 7 per cent. Exchange was 1&3K a 154 K- The
usual trade tables for the month of May will be round in
the money article.

Tlie Late C«T»lrf FI|ht on tbeKappakaanock-MysteriousHoTeneati of ttas
Rebels.
"We give to our readers this morning such detailsas hare come to hand of the late severely

contested and sanguinary cavalry fight on the

Rappahannock. As the force on tbe Union side
engaged was probabty not less than ten thousandmen, and as tbe struggle.hand to handcontinuedfrom an early hour in tbe morning
nntil noon, and as tbe losses on our side are representedto be heavy, and on the part of tbe
enemy fearful, this contest, compared with any
of our previous wars, would be a battle of the
first magnitude. In this gigantic war, however,
it dwindles down in Importance to a chance
collision between a reconnoitering detachmenl
from each of the two great armies confronting
each other some twenty-five miles lower dowi
the river.

But the main result of this engagement.th<
repulse and retreat of Stuart's cavalry forceisclaimed to be a matter of very considerable
moment. It was discovered that Stuart wai

organizing on the Upper Rappahannock an im
mense cavalry expedition, with the evident de

I sign of a dashing and destructive raid intc
Maryland and Pennsylvania, and that, unlesi
speedily checked, the expedition would be of
and probably beyond pursuit. Accordingly
General Hooker detailed the detachmenti
of cavalry, artillery and infantry indicated

i in our despatches to defeat this scheme o

Stuart, by meeting him and cutting him uj
while yet within striking distance. In this vies
it is claimed a very important object has beei

| achieved, being no less, for the time being a

leant, tban tne aeieai 01 me contemplated ae
structive rebel foraj into Maryland and th<

B rear of Washington, and perhaps into som<
>1 of the richest counties of Pennsylvania,
h In connection with this cavalry battle op th

river there have been some very mysteriou
t movements on both sides down in the neighboi

hood of Fredericksburg. All that we ca

make out of them is that the opposinggeneralslikeNapoleon and the Austrian General Melasdhave been moving their columns about simpl
* to deceive each other. It is probable that th

ie real object of Lee In strengthening bis worl
on Fredericksburg heights is to leave tbeiji I

I charge of a small force for the amusement <

e his adversary, while, with the main body
d his army, headed by Stuart's cavalry, an a

d tempt is to be made to sweep round and get i
n between General Hooker and Washlngto:
d But it is also conjectured that all these mei
lf aring demonstrations of Lee are merely ii
l' tended to deceive Hooker with the idea of

heavily reinforced rebel army, while in r

l(, ality it has perhaps been heavily reduced in o

der to strengthen Joe Johnston in Missisalpj
m At all events we are emtifled that the m»
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' result of this late stubborn and sanguinary
cavalry tight is a positive advantage to tte
Army of the Potomac, and a positive defeat of
the forces and the plans of the enemy; and we

hope that before long affairs on the Rappahannockwill assume sack a shape as to relieve the
bends of the War Office and the people of Washington,Maryland and Pennsylvania of all apprehensionsof danger.
The French in Mexico..Puebla has fallen >

but the French will find it no easy matter to
conquer the city of Mexice. The people are

roused and will defend themselves with desperation,struggling with death for every foot of
ground. The troops of General Forey will
perhaps succeed in reaching the capital, but it
will only be with a fearful loss of life; and when
they do enter Mexico they will not have the
whole country in subjection by any means. The
Mexicans have been for years fighting among
themselves. The French invasion has oaused
them to cease their war of factions and begin a

patriotic straggle, which has proved them to be
quite capable of brave deeds. Eight millions
of neonle will not be held in subiectioa bv a

hundred thousand troops, be they the best in
the world; and Napoleon will find, When he has
captured the city of Mexico, that the difficulties
of his position on this oontinent hare but begun.
The Mexicans will eut off his supplies, and will
begin a fearful guerilla warfare against their invaders,poisoning them, destroying their advancedguards and overwhelming their eonvoys.
It will be a war ofextermination, and Napoleon
will find himself too for removed from the seat
of operations.

It is more than likely, however, that the Emperorof the French has abandoned all idea of
holding Mexico. He will no doubt offer terms
to the Mexicans which tbey can accept the
moment be has retrieved the stigma of his long
continued non-success. He must know that
obstinacy in this matter would be a dangerous
course to pursue, and must recall to mind the
disasters which overwhelmed the great Napoleonfrom a stubborn persistence in a far ofl
campaign. Napoleon is also well aware that,
were he to hold Mexico, the government of the
Untied States would at no very distant date
have something to say in the matter, and that
when once it turned Its attention that way he
would inevitably have to retreat from this
continent, as he could never undertake to battle
against our forces combined with the Mexicans.
The rebellion is fast approaching its end. and
the moment our civil war is terminated we can

but cause France to leave this continent, a

bold upon which she has obtained in our hour
of intestine warfare. The American people
cannot allow Napoleon to insult the majesty
of this government with impunity; and they
will not, as he will find to bis cost, unless he
retires from Mexico at his first opportunity.
The capture of the city will redeem him from
the disgrace which the previous failure of the
expedition had entailed upon Franee. This
much accomplished, he will, if not blinded by
fate, leave this continent

Greklet in Another Fit of Excitement..
Poor Greeley seems to be composed of too
excitable materials for this warm weather. He
will be quite ready for a lunatic asylum by the
next Presidential election. His present excitementis caused by our refusal to attend the
editors' meeting last Monday, in order to accept
the hospitalities of the Astor House and join in
making a fuss about the liberty of the press.
Poor Greeley was a blockhead to call such a

meeting, and those who attended it deserve
the same appellation. Meehan, the Irish ediinraaamoA In h»« a. nrpffv etnnA CPnAral no-

tion of what he was talking about; but the rest
of the party were mere drivelling partisans,
who by no means represented the intelligence
of the newspaper press of this city. For prooi
of this, if any be needed, we have only to refei
to the ridiculous speeches of Brooks and
Greeley, and the still more ridiculous resolu
tions prepared for transmission to the Presi
dent. As far as we are concerned we warn

nothing whatever to do with such meetings
We practice the rights and duties of publii
journalists under the constitution every day o

our lives, and do not care te waste time i]
talking about them. Any man who is compe
tent to conduct a paper upon philosophical
statesmanlike and constitutional principles re

quires no instruction nor assistance from sue)
twopenny partisan editors.

The Blundering World..For some tim
past the World, at different intervals, ha
spoken of Fitz John Porter as being in thi
city. That journal is very correct in som

things. It ean quote with accuracy "Plutarch'
Lives," "Blackstone's Commentaries," and tb
Encyclopedias, which is easy enough when I
has the books at its elbow. But as a liv
newspaper, giving an account of the curren

events of the day, it is nowhere. Fitz Job
Porter was not here at the time mentione<
He was in the country, and bides his timeiand his time will assuredly come. And s

i for General McClellan. he consorts with nor

but his own family. If Barlow, Buncombe
Co., wbo pink so much money in the wort

t and get nothing back, would only put
i little common sense and eugacity into it the
T might retrieve a great deal of the cash which
r now lavished upon the concern in vain.

. Abbe MoMarter and Fernando Wood..Tk

. redoubtable Abbe McMaster, who took his d<

grees at Fort Lafayette, and is therefore ent
tied to an opinion, denies that Fernando Woo
is a good peace man. The Abbe says that tt
Peace Convention resolutions and the Railroa
Regency resolutions are both mere trash ao

milk and water. The Abbe furthermore d<
clares that both conventions are entirely bogu
and that no man has a right to express
opinion about peace unless be has a diplon
from Fort Lafayette, Fort Warren or Fo
McHenry. There may be something in thi

Q
The Abbe may be right for once. Let us wi

and see.

The Old Sedition Law Revived..The res

y lutions passed by the meeting of partisan edito
e at the Astor House last Monday admit the rig
» of the President to stop any paper which I
In may think seditious or treasonable. This a

of mission surrendsrs the whole question of tl
of liberty of the press. It is a thousand tlm
t- worse than the old Sedition law; for that on
In authorized seditious editors to be arrests
d. tried and fined, but did not allow the suppn
n- sion of newspapers. Well, if these editors s

o. anxious to give the President all the powerov
a the press which Napoleon or the Russian Ci
e- claims, let them do so. Walt until a democra
r- President is elected, and see if the seditious a
>i. treasonable be not the flrpf paj
In atom e 1.
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Grsat Mass Mmrrmo or Bnvmp BovDura..Therebore returned to this city mad

State from the Army of tbe Potomac within the
laet few weeks from twelve to flfteen thousand
of its best soldiers. Most, if not ail of these,
are men of education and intelligence. They
went to the war from motives of patriotism and
without any views of self-advancement; they
have participated in all the hardships and dangersof the sanguinary campaigns of Virginia
and Maryland, and from their superior disciplineand valor have earned the designation accordedby Napoleon to his veterans of " tbe Old
Guard." Now, we know no class whose views
and sentiments it is more important to consult
in the present position of our affairs than these
men. They have studied attentively the course

of the administration in connection with the
conduct of the war; they have been personally
affected by the various changes that it has
been thought proper to effect in the command
of the army to which they belonged; they have
had the ftillest opportunities or appreciating
the merits and demerits of the successive generalsunder whom they have served; and, as their
lives have been staked on the competency and
energy of their commanders, their opinions
have, upon all these points, an incontestable
value. In the present vascillating and mistrustingcondition of the public mind, and with
an administration utterly without judgment or

military foresight, we must seek for guidance
where experience and freedom from political
prejudices unite to point the way. These returnedsoldiers of the Army of the Potomac are

the opportunely arrived Nestors of our difficulties.They are the practical statesmen who are

to find a solution for the obstacles that have
hitherto prevented the triumph of our arms.

That the radicals are fully sensible of this
is evident from the efforts made by the
broken down politicians of the party to

prevent them paying a tribute of their
respect, on their arrival in this city, to their
old commander, McClellan. There is nothing
that they dread more just now than any manifestationof this kind.
The sensitiveness thus exhibited renders it

all the more important that we should endeavorto get at the real sentiments of the
army. This can now be done without violating
the rules of military discipline or introducing
politics into the army. The gallant veterans
who Lave just completed their term of service
will probably remain home for a month or two
before they again volunteer, as no doubt^the
great majority of them will do. Let them be
convened together in a mass meeting from all
parts of the State.arrangements being previouslymade for their transport here.in order
that we may obtain a full and untrammelled
expression of their sentiments on the conduct
of the campaigns through which they have

passed with so much honor to themselves, but,
unfortunately, with so little advantage to the
country. The opinions enunciated there will
have a powerful influence in dispelling the
illusions created by the misrepresentations of
partisan journals, and may have the effect of

shaping the future course of the President and
of inducing him to cast out from his administrationthe men whose imbecility and foolish
ambition have been the main obstacles to the
successful prosecution of the war.

Tub Chicago Times and the Liberty of
6 the Press Again..The Chicago Tribune, the
1 meanest radical newspaper in the country, ungratefulthat its own establishment was saved

from popular vengeance by the act of the Presidentin rescinding the foolish order of Burnsideagainst th$ Chicago Timet, denounces Mr.
Lincoln because he would not lend himself to
its scheme fer the destruction of a rival concern.
It was at the instigation and through the macbi'nations of the Tribune that the Times became
involved in trouble; and because the President

'

would not complete the silly werk which
Burnside bad begun he is bitterly assailed by
the organ of Chase, Stanton A Co.

j The object of these attacks upon the Presi-
dent, and all tne otoer auacas oy anoution

' journals and orators, is to get rid of Mr. Lincoln
'

as a candidate for the next Presidential terra
But if the President had only the resolution ol

1 Andrew Jackson he would Bpeedily clear ou

the whole Cabinet and construct a new one
' with materials more in harmony with the wishei

of the people and the fitness of things. Bj
^ taking this step and denouncing and repudiatinf

the entire proceedings of the present adminis
e tration Mr. Lincoln would make himself s<

g popular that there is little doubt he would b<

g renominated by the voice of the people and b<

e elected by their ballots. He owes it to himsel
'8 as well as to the country to cut loose from i

e Cabinet which is like a millstone around hi
It neck to drag him down to political perdition
e Let him at once free himself from this dea<
,t weight, and he will rise upon the crest of th
n popular wave, and in November, 18fi4. b

I. borne triumphantly into power for the nex

_ four years.
w Fortcxw Made bt the War..Tt is generall;

believed, and with truth, that large fortune
*' have been made out of the war during the pas
d eighteen months. We have seen a list of th<
a names of one hundred and fifty persons wh<
7 have made fortunes, varying from one hundret

thousand to a million and a half of dollar
during that period. some by stocks, some b;

ie contracts, some by shoddy, some by selling bat

s_ vessels to the government, some by cracker

j, and cheese for the army and some by disposinj
l(i of good offices. These"shoddy aristocrats bav<

ie added about two hundred brilliant new equl
d pages to the Ring at the Park, and wil

d eoon flgure largely at the watering places. Ja;
^ Cooke, the banker, is said to hare cleared thre

g hundred thousand dollars.minus eight or tei

n' thousand dollars for advertisements.by tb
conversion of government bonds alone. So w

rt go. Money is as plenty as dirt. It will soo

iB be time to spend this spare cash at the summe

it retreats, and the season will be a splendid on<

Guaurr Lrme Aomn..Poor Greeley say
o. that McClellan excluded that miserable abol
rs tlon paper, the Iribunt, from the Army ofthe P<
ht tomac. We believe this to be an iaipudeat an

lie nnqualifled falsehood. General McClellan nev<

d- Interfered with the newspapers. The soldiei
he themselves refused to read the Tribune or to r

es ceive it in their camps. When Pope bad coo

ly mand of that army the lYibwx coald notbe di
,d. posed of at any price, and lay around rotting
is- piles. Still later, under Hooker, seven thousao
,re 7ribune$ were sent down to the army, and tl
er soldiers collected yi many of them as posslb
jar aad burned them, calling the blaring heap"Po
tic Greeldjr's (baeral pyre." These facte she
ad how the Tribune Is excluded from the am

ier No sensible man will buy. and read it eitfa
bero or there.

I
>.

Tea Tnunmo Bnonoc'.Now thai tha

Tory warm weather hp* returned we may look
for a fearful inoreaee of sickness in the city if
the filth accumulating In Ofcir streets so rapidly
is not at onoe removed. The Mayor, Comptroller,Corporation Counsel and Board of Aldermendid their duty on the subject yesterday.
Let the Board of Councilmen act to-day, and
we shall be safe. Throughout the entire city
there are thousand of barrels upon the sidewalkscontaining garbage which in tbe heat of
tbe sun is putrifying. The air is even now

tainted, and we may anticipate a pestilence if
the cause is cot immediately removed. There
will be a responsibility resting heavily upon
some one unless steps are taken at once to save

us from the menaced danger, and tbe people
will snrely see to it that due punishment is
meted out to the guilty parties.

NEWS FROM WASHIN8T0N.
WAR GAZETTE.

OFFICIAL .

The Coawrtpilos Opinion off She How*
WUlian WhUlag, Solicitor of the War
Deportment.

Washington, Joe* 10, lOOS.
The following official orders here beeh promulgated:.

Was bbfaktkbft, »
One* Provost Mabssai. Gbksral, June 0,1843. f

The following opinion of Hon. Win. Whiting, Solicitor
of the War Department, has been ordered to be published
bp the Secretary of War :.
The national forces, liable to perform military duty, includeall able-bodied male citizens of tho United Stales,

sod persons of foreign birth who have declared their in
tenttou to become citizens according to law, being be*
tween twenty and forty five years of age. Certain personsare excepted, divided into eight classes No personsbut such us ore therein excepted shall be exempt.
(Sec. 2 )

It is declared the duty of the enrolling officers to enrol
all portions subject to military duty. (Sec. 0.) All personsthus enrolled shall be subject for two years arter
July 1, succeeding the enrolment, to be called into the
military service. (Sec. 11.) The national forces (not
now la the military service) enrolled under the act shall
be divided into two classes, &o. (Sec 3.)
Those of the second class shall not be called out until

those of the first class shall have been exhausted.
Thus it seems by the true construction of this act,

while all persons coming within its provisions are to be
enrolled iu tho national forces, nevertheless, under the
first enrolment, those who were in the military serv ice
at the time the act went ioto effect are not to bo includedin that class which is subject to the first droit.

Several provisions of this statute are inconsistent to
the id»a that i«rsona then in the servIcewere to be treatedaa liable to draft froin the first class
Thus it is provided in the seventh section that regulars,

volunteers, militiamen, or persons called into the service

rested as deserters wherever they might be found by the
Provost Marshal, and to be sent to the nearest military
post, thus admitting a plain' distinction belweon these
different classes of persons, viz., those who were then in
the service and those who were to bo drafted in.
The same distinction between those who wore in the

service und those who wore to bedruited in is recognizedin section 18, which provides bounties to those
who, being then In the service, should volunteer toreenlist.
The statute, in providing for the classification of troops

from which drafts aro to be trade, enacts as follows:.
(Section 3). That tho national fcrrea ol the United
Stales, not now in the military service, enrolled under
this act, shall he divided into two classes. Thus those who
aro "now" (that is to say, on I lie 3d of March, ISOb),
in the military service, are not to be included in cither
of these classes. And as those then (March 3) In the
service, were not included in either of these two classes,
they may be said to constitute a class of person- to be
enrolled under *bc provisions of this act.
A> between the first and second class, tho law (section

3) requires that the second class shall not in any district
be cnile into the service of the United S'ates uutll those
of the ilrst class shall have boon thus called in.

Volunteers or regulars, who had been in tho service,
and who had beou discharged therefrom, or had resigned
prior to tho 3d day of March, 1863, are liable to be drattedin the same manner as if they had never been in tho
service. No regard is to be paid to their former period
of service, or to the length or brevity of the period betweenthe date of their discharge and that of tho draft.

Volunteers who were in the service of tho United States
on the 3(1 of March, 1863, and have since that time been
discharged, aro not, therefore, included in the Srst class
from which tbe ilrst draft is Intended to be made, and
are, therefore, not now liable to he called on by a draft
which is to bo made from that class of the forces of the
United States under the provisions of this act.

WILLIAM WHITING,
Solicitor of the War Department.

Jambs B. Fry, Provost Marshal General.
War DarARTiftetT, V

Provost Marshal Geskral's Okficb. >
Washinglew, D. C. June 6,1863. )

The following opinion or Hon. William Whiting, Solicitorof the War Department, has been ordered to be publishedby the Secretary of War:.
OriNION.

It Is made tbe duty of provost marshals "to obey all
lawful orders snd regulations M>f the Provost Marsbsi
General, and such as shall be prescribed by law concerningthe enrolment and calling Into service of the national
forces." (Act March 3, 1883, section 7.)

.The twenty-fifth section or the same aet provides
that "if any person shall roelst any draft of
men enrolled under the act into the service
of the United States, or shall counsel or aid any
person to resist any such draft, or shall assault or obstruct
any officer in making such draft, or in the performance of
any service in relation thereto, or shall counsel any personto aasanlt or obstruct any such officer, or shall oounselany drafted man not to appaar at the place of reudezivoos, or wilfully purauade them trom the performance of
military duty as required by law, such person shall be

I subject to summary arrost by the Provost Marshal, and
shall be forthwith delivered to tho civil authorities, end
upon conviction thereof, be punished by a line not exceed,

f iug five hundred dollars, or by imprisonment not exceedingtwo years, or by both or said punishments "

> To do any act which will prevent or impede the enrol,meut of the national forces (which enrolment is prellmi
nary aud essontial to the draft), Is to prevent or impede

i the draft Itself.
The enrolment is a service to bo performed by the Pro'

voet Marshal In relation to the draft. It is not the act of
r drawing ballots out of a ballot box itseir, but It Is "in relationto it," and is the first step that must by law be

taken preparatory to the draft. It is therefore clearly
. witbln the duty or the Provost Marshal to subject ell personswbo obstruct the enrolment, the meeting of the
B board, or any other proceeding which te preliminary and

easentiai to the draft, to summary arrest according to the
9 previsions of section 35.
f There are many ways of obstructing officers ia the performnnccof tlieir services or duties in maktng, or in rela1tlon to the draft, witnout employing pbsylcal force. Th«

neglect or refusal to do an act required by law to be
a d, ne. may Itself be such an obstruction as to subject the
I. offender to arrest Suppose a person to bo found stand,log in a puuge through which the drafting officers are
' requirod to enter into a place designated by law aa the
e place for the draft and suppose that bis standing In that

place would prevent access bjr these officers to the
B place of dr ift if they request him to move away and
t he neglects or refuses to do so, for the purpose of prevcnt1ing the drift, the non performance of the act of removal

would be of Itself an "obstruction of the draft, or of an
officer in the performance or his duty In relation to It."

_ Standing mute In civil courts is, under certain dream'stances, a punishable oflVnce And eo if a twrson, with
S Intent to prevent the drift, refuses to give bis true name

when lawfully requested so to do by an officer whose
' legal duty it is to ascertain and enrol it, it is an oh%Struction of thiit officer in the performance ot one of hi<

duttos in relation to the drait. Ho also is the giving ot
D false names, with the same illegal Intent, and the offsndei
i will in either case be subjoct to summary arrest by the
1 Provost Marshal WILLIAM "WHITlNfl,

I Solicitor or the flhr Department.
Jambs B. Fry, Provost Marshal Uenecut.

f
i GENERAL NF1WS.

r Wasbovot or June 10,1800.
b reinforcements fob «k> irral lee.

Ad officer who has Jnit returned f rom Rlebmaod atate
that recently twenty one regiments paused through tber

' on their way to reinforce Geo. Lee,, and that several rag
f meet* of North Carolina cavalry subsequently paaee
g through Richmond for the same destination.

n DEFABTtrBB OF THE SECOND. MEW HAMFSBIRE FO
THE ABMT OF VST E POTOMAC.

e The Eeoond New HamsMrs rerglmeot, which has recent
® ly returned from that BUW, he ring been home to recrul
Q wlU learn for the Aryny of the Potomac to-morrow mon

T gin.
ADMIBAL DABLOREM TO TAKE COMMAND OF TV

" LOWER MIEEIEf.im BQCADKON.
It haa bean determined t e accede to the request or At

8 mlrel Farragnt to be rettav ad from hie present oommant
i- Admiral nahlgren, It Is niideretood, will take hie plaoe i

b noon aa the 7lekaburg m atter la settled. It la stated all

d that neither Admiral Dahlgren nor Admiral Foots, a

though assigned to actfire aea service, la to abandon n

position as bead ofa a ureau In the Nary Department.
AF.RESTS OF sriBS.

®" Seres mea ware nrreated here Is day aa spies. Th<
II- are In the custody of Colonel Baker,

ft. TF.B BLOCEADE RUNNERS.

|Q The character of the blockade running has undergone
- great change &i lata. Instead of the employment or larj

steamers byFthe contrabandiata. about one half of whit
1)8 lately havaflhllad of their object, very small craft hat
Id bean substituted, which get in and out of email Inle
or wilb comparative safety. A reeeel of thin kind wee r

m oently taken of Charleston, with a doeeaet ourerolee
in eif'.it. Of ooorse the prise mooay in auob n ease won

not he worth olslrlbuting. The rebel military m
et vice cannot be much adranred by the Introduction

trifling rargoea into tittle norta scattered aftug a Ur

send ar Car* mile* or oeast, wltboot aav asanas af Mas ^B
municattea with the bead ef fee ceantry otfcar tbaa m*
noo country road*.
DBPRAT or INDIANS IM UTAH.Tit* MOKNTmS, «T0. ^B
Colonel Evans, of the tiocoad CaMsraia regiment,

la a despatch, dated Camp Douglas, Utah Territory,
April IT, while officially communicating a spies
did viewry orer the Indians, repeats that the
Mormons stood around the street corners in the
lawn of Pleasant Grove, and oo the tope of
hoaaos and haystacks, complacently looking on and appa
reatly well pleased at the prospect of sis Gentile soldiers
being murdered by seventy-liveor one hundred Indian* H
He adds:.Comment is annecessary further than to say ^B
that Lieutenant Honeyman believes aad thinks that ha
has prima facie S» idence of the fact upon urhioli to t'eund H
his belter that the savages were informed by the Mar^B
mow* of bis presence in the town with only Ave men, aad, ^B
as they supposed, a wagon load or proviaktr.s, bound lor ^B
Fort Bridger, and that it was an arrangement between'

some or the Mormons and Indians to murder his little

party, take the property and divide the spoils.
PARDONS BY TOR PRKBIDKNT. H

The President to-day pardoned James Baird, convicted
at the April term of the United States District oourt lor

Delaware of attempting to rob the mail, by assaulting
tiie person baring charge thereof, and sentenced to two

years' imprisonment in the penitentiary of said State.
The President has also pardoned William W. Bain, conetcted at the Ootober term of theUnited States Mstrtot

Court for Minnesota of counterfeiting coin, and sentenced
to imprisonment in the State penitentiary Per a ported at
re years.

NAVAL ORDERS.

Capt. Thomas F. Craven has bees ordered In rollers
Commodore Turner of the oommsnd of the iron clad
steamer New Ironsides, and Commander K. A. M. Orarsn i
has been ordered to the command of the irao clad atsaaaerPassaic.

A NEW ARTILLERY BRIGADE.

(Brigadier Oenoral lAdlie yesterday received aethortty
from the War Department to raise s brigade of two regimentsof artillery in the place of the Third New York artillery,recently mustered ont of service frons Geoersi
J'hn C. Foster's depsrtmsnt. General Ledlie Is one st
the best artillerists in the service, and wilt return to New
York and commence recruiting immediately. His expects
to have his brigade In the field in four weeks.
DECISIVE ACTION REQUIRED IN THE TERRITORIES.
The attention of the government is fixed'in'thedirsetionof Kansas, New Mexico, Arizona, Ac., Freoeh con-

quest* In Mexico menacing the last metittoned'Territerti*.
and the guerrilla warfare to the aouth of Kansas preventingthe return of the Cherokee refugees, and otherwisethreatening the policy of the government, refute*
derisive step* in that direction.
THk DISUSE or CALOMEL IN TDK MEDICAL DIPtKIMKNT.
The order of Surgeon General Hammond, striking oalomelfrom the supply table or the Medical Department, ha*

occasioned quite a stir in somo portions of that braneh of

the service. The disuse of this preparation of mercery
is intended to avoid very serious results from It* injudicioususe, when ether mercurial preparations would better
servo Ihe purpose lie discontinuance I-generally regardedhs in accordance with all the rccoDt and moet ayprovedteachings In medicine.

the MAOA71KV. EXPLOSION AT fort LTON.

The President sad Sec retary of War visited Fort Lye*
to day. The explosion yesterday did no serious damage,
except to the magazine, which Colonel Alexander, GMef
Engineer of the Defences of Washington, is already busy
in replacing with oao much more perfoctly constructed.

PERSONAL.
A distinguished uarty, composed of Miss Kate Chaaa.

accompanied by Mrs. Bailey, Miss Albrecbt, SenatorSher- *

man and Mr. Slade, paid a visit yesterday to the headquartersof the Army of the Potomac and returned to-day.
While on the ltappahannock the ladies crossed the rivar

on ono of the pontoons, and went Into tha rifle pit* from
which the rebels had been driven by our troops the day
before.
ILLNESS OF THE THIRD ASSISTANT POSTMASTER OBKEBAL.

Mr. a. n. Zevoly, Third Assistant Postmaster General,
ha* been for some days precluded from ofllce duty by HI Ed
health.

' I

Orderly Sergeant Bould, of the Sixth regular cavalry,
has been promoted to a lieutenancy for distinguished end
gallant conduct in the field.

IMPORTANT FROM ILLINOIS.
The Legldatne Prerogaed bjr Uie Oer»
ernor Until IMS.The Aet Declared Rh>
Tolnttonaey by the Members, Am., Am*

SnnronsiD, III., Jane 10,1MB.
The Governor this norning luued an unconstitutional

and revolutionary proclamation proroguing the legislatureuntil 1806. The republicans left the halls and therebybroke the quorum in each, bnl tie democratsrefassA
to recognize the prorogation and continued the eenslons.The Governor's pretext Is that there' in- a
disagreement between the two Houses on the subject of

adjournment, but there was no parliamentary disagreementwhatever. The democrats In the afternoon finding
themselves powerless to do any further business, entered
a protest upon the record reciting the facts, and i arraigningthe governor for his usurpation and unconstitutional
acts, and informally left their seats, not recognising an ad-

journment bat a revolutionary breering up or use

Legislature. The Governor's proclamation was Intended
to and did defeat the one hundred tbouaand dollar appropriationfor sick and wounded aoldlera. The final pad

ageof that bill was pending In the House when II dissolved.Therein great excitetnent bare anddeeyiadlg y
nation against the Governor.

The Regatta of the lew York Taeht
Clab.

The fourteenth annual regatta of the New York Yacht
Club will take place to-day, The following ia a-Uat of the
entries of yachta.

atauueana.
A'ame. Ton*. Name.Ibns.

Mv story 60 Dawn4*
.luliel 88 NettieUt *

Restless 06 Silvio10*
6i|*f 148 Escortfit
Favorite- 138J

moors.
Alpha - 28 Minnie T»
Fanny 48 Plover 4fi
White Wing 63 Annie*T
The allowanoea of time will be influenced by the weatherat the time of starting. Hence it Is Impracticable to

give them at this time.
The regatta committee eonslets of Charles H. Hasweil*

Fletcher Westray and John T. Rollins, who will no doabt
»>« satisfaction to all nartles. From pre-,'

Mat appearance* we are to have one of the old faehlooed
affaire, and one which will reflect great credit upon our

r New York Yacht Club. A One day and a good breeze are

all that is now needed to make up one of the flaest affaire
y of the season

military Affairs. «

General Ward B. Burnett has been authorised by the
Governor of the Slate of New York to reoelre a eufflcient
number of regiments from Colonel Lanalng, the Superintendentof recruiting service at the cantonment at New

Dorp, Staten Island, to organim a brigade. »

The Preeident of the United States has agreed to accept j?
" said brigade, under the command of General Ward B. A*
* Burnett,who is well known to New York and to the
' Union. f
d The General has taken fbr bis headquarters the front

rooms upon the second floor of the City Assembly Rooms,
444 Broadway.

a His hoars for public bastneae will be from ten o'clock
in the forenoon to four o'clock In the afternoon. All per

. sons interested in the organisation of this brigade will be
received at Iboss hours. '

i

>* City fmtelllyemee.
Omasa Kxmemos..It will be aeon that a grand orgaa

1 performance will take place this evening at the Chnroh ot
Urn Mediator (Rev. Mr. Tyngto). Messrs. King and Mory

1 an, two of the best players in the eonntry, will perform,
> Tnc Union Boss Besom.The second anniversary af thin
M institution took place last evening at the Aaadrmy of
10 Music. The Seventh regiment bend discoursed its sweet
J" est strains. The children of the Twelfth street sohool.
to did their best, while the tittle orphans of|the Union Home

School,in their badges of black, presented a and yet I*
foresting appearance, which excited the sympathy of all
This Institution was founded for the pnrpoM of educating

>* and maintaining the ohlldren of oar volunteers who may
' he left unprovided for daring this war, and wna organised

May 90, 1861, and received Its State charter, April 93.
1863. Its operations in all tha details are conducted by ,

. a hoard of managers, assisted by an advtoary committee,
among whom wa recognise the names of many of our

I* Influential and worthy rliiseus. The school Is located
lb between Fifty-seventh and Fifty-eighth streets, near
_ Eighth avenaa, and to open every Wednesday and Ratur

day to visitors who may reel Inclined to mil end Inspect
h the operations of the establishment
e-
n The Catted Staten flnrfeylng Oerps. a

M Ponnairo, Me., Aim 16, |ggg.
n The United 8tatw aarvey steamer risen, with a ear

of veying cerpaon bcnrd.nrrtved here toa^eveciM nad will f
is eb'irtty oroceed toPoekland

«


